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l^. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A cnmpnter implemented m ethod for cstablinhins rn m mii ni n nt io n 
f4ifttoftfti- nf coTnmimicating b etween a first computer and a second computer, comprising: 

identifying a plurality of documents associated witii a transaction; 

defining an action sequence for the plurality of documents, the action SffquBnce defimn^ 
actions that are oerformed on the documents an^ a seaiiential order of the actions; 

the first coniDUter creating one of the plurality of documents based on the action 
sequence r; and 

the first computer sending the one of the plurality of docu ments to the second computeTr 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5 and further comprising: 

checking a version identifier to see if the first computer and second computer include the 
same version of a process template related to the action sequence. 

7. (Cuirently Amended) The method of claim 6 and further comprising; 

the second computer r equesting a copy of the process template witfalho Dooond computer 
if the second computer does not include the same version of the process template 
a55 the first computer . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 and fhrftier comprising: 

rendering a document based on a set of rendering rule$ for each of the documents^ 
wherein rendering comnrises making the d ocument viewable to a user and 
wherein the rendering rules define how each of the doc uments is rendered in 
various aPDhcation$ > 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 and further comprising: 
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defining actions that can be performed on each of the documents, wherein the first 

computer can p<arfotm a first set of action s and the second computer can perform^ 
second set of actions. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9 and further comprising: 

creating one of the documents based on a relationship between the first computer and flie 
second rntnpnte r- wherein the relationship between the first computer and the 
second computer comprises the first computer h aving a process template and the 
second computer having a copy of the p rocess template. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein the first computer is associated with a supplier 
and the second computer is associated with a customer. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 and rurthcq: comprioing: 

fQ Uting the documents 6om th e first cpmputor to the Gecond compHtcrbos e d on routin g 
ftdee r wherein the one of the plurality of documents is validated befo re it is sent to 
flie second compute 

13. (Original) The method of claim 5 and further comprising: 

integrating infomiation in each of the documents into an application on one of the first 
computer and the second computer. 

14. (Currently Amended) A business network, comprising: 

a first computcsr havmg a memory including a process template, the process template 
comprising: 

a business mtity module defining a structure of business entities 
action s e qu e nc e; 
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an entity action module defining fee-valid.action5_^ qucii&Q of related aotiona t hat 

can be perfoimed on the business entities; and 
a transaction document module defining transaction documents and creating a 

corresponding document based on the business «ititie&-sititiLniodu^^ and 

the entity action module L action Goquonce; and 
a second computer having a memory including a copy of the process template and 

performing actions based on tbe process template and a relationship between the 
first computer and tixe second compute r and 
wherein infomiatioTi entered into tiie transaction documents a nd actions uerformed on the' 
business entities are validated a&eunst the process template before an exchange 
between the first and second computers . 

15. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 14, wherein the process template further 
comprises: 

a correlation module defining how each of the business_c ntitic5 are related and recorded 
in a history. 

16. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 44r'l 5, wherein the process template further 
comprises: 

a version identifier identifying a particular version of the bu s ino o a caitity modul e , th e 
P { ^f \ nf\ pngnmnn md tho tmnanctinn document fl tedttte r process t e mplate, 

17. (Original) The network of claim 1 6, wherein the second computer is adapted to check the 
version identifier to see if the particular version of the process template is stored thereon and 
request a new copy of the particular version of the process template if the second computer does 
not include the particular version of the process template. 
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18- (Currently Amended) The network of claim 44; l^Lwherem the process template!^ | 
comprises: 

a loutmg modide defining routing niles for each of the transaction documents. 

19. (Currently Amended) The network of claim 14, wherein the relationship includQC the first 
e emputor bomg oGGOciatod with a Quppller and the aocond oomputer bcrine ggoooialod with a 
rmr.fnTnor. valid actions that can be performed on the b usiness entities dcpepd upon an identity^ 
a user. 

20. (New) A business network, comprising: j 

a first computer having a memory including a plurality of applications and a plurality of 
process templates, each process template comprising: 

a set ofbusiness document definitions that identifies transaction docnmra j 
associated with the process template, wherein each of the transaction i 
documents includes a reference to the process template; 
a set of collaboration definitions that defines the manner in which the transaction 

documents associated with the process template are related, viewed, and ! 
created; ' 
a second computer having a memory including the pluraUty of applications and at least 

one of the pluraKty of process templates; 
wherein the first computer and second computer exchange transaction documents 
associated with the at least one of the plurality of process templates; and 

wherein information entered mto tiie transaction documeuts associated with the at least j 

I 

one of the plurality of process templates is validated against the at least one of the I 
plurality of process templates before tiie first computer and second computer 
exchange the transaction documents. 

21. (New) The business network of claim 20 wh^ein the reference to the process template is 
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used in trackmg, correlating, and acknowledging. 

22- (New) The business network of claim 21 wherein the second computer requests a copy of a 
second one of the plurality of process templates in the memory of the first computer. 

23. (New) The business network of claim 22 wherein the first computer sends the copy of the 
second one of the plurality of process templates to the second computer. 

24. (New) The business network of claim 23 whersin the plurality of applications includes an 
«nail program and a spreadsheet program. 
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